
 
 

Page 1 of 2 

 
In Defense of Christians  June 25, 2026 
1023 15th Street NW, Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20005 

The Honorable Thomas Barack 
U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Türkiye 
U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Syria and Iraq 
U.S. Embassy Türkiye 
Çukurambar Mahallesi 
1480 Sokak No: 1 
06530 Çankaya 
Ankara, Türkiye 
 
 
Dear Ambassador Barrack, 
 
Please accept our congratulations on your new position as the Special Presidential Envoy to Syria 
and Iraq.  
 
We write to request your intervention in an urgent human rights case in Syria: the arbitrary 
detention of Suleiman Khalil, a Christian and the former mayor of Sadad. 
 
Security forces from the Syrian Transitional Government detained Mr. Khalil at his home on 
February 8, 2025, sixteen months ago. Since then, he has been held without charge, without 
access to a lawyer, and with only irregular visits from his family. In Homs Central Prison where 
he is being held, he has been denied access to medical care and to religious items. His family has 
reason to believe he has been tortured. 
 
Sadad is one of the oldest Christian towns in the world. Its population was subjected to a 
massacre by jihadists who briefly occupied the town in October 2013.  
 
When Sadad was attacked again in November 2015, this time by ISIS, Mr. Khalil organized the 
defense of his town. Thanks to his action, ISIS was not able to enter Sadad, and the population 
was spared further killings and mass kidnappings, of the kind that ISIS carried out against 
Christians in the neighboring town of al-Qaryatayn. 
 
Mr. Khalil’s actions in defending his town against ISIS should be celebrated by all Syrians, 
especially the new government, which has officially joined the U.S.-led Global Coalition to 
Defeat ISIS. Instead, Syria’s government appears to be punishing him for it. 
 
In your message accepting your new position, you noted that “Iraq, Syria, and Turkey remain the 
strategic fulcrum upon which any enduring Middle East stability must pivot.” 
 
We know you are also aware that these three lands represent the historic heartland of 
Christianity. In Turkey, Christianity was essentially extinguished a century ago in the Ottoman 
Genocide; in Iraq and Syria, Christian populations are dwindling to dangerously low levels, after 
decades of war and jihadist attacks. 
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The Syrian government’s arbitrary detention of Suleiman Khalil, a prominent non-Ba’athist 
Christian politician who rescued his town from ISIS, sends a message to all Syrian Christians: 
you have no future here. 
 
We respectfully ask you to intervene with the Syrian authorities to secure Mr. Khalil's immediate 
release. 
 
By calling upon the Syrian government to immediately release Mr. Khalil—or, at a minimum, to 
provide him with access to legal counsel, necessary medical care, full and transparent notice of 
any charges against him, and the due process protections required by law—you would contribute 
powerfully to President Trump’s goal of protecting Christians in the Middle East, underline the 
United States’ and Syria’s shared commitment to fighting terrorism, and help ensure that the 
“new Syria” will, indeed, be for all Syrians. 
 
Thank you for your time. We are at your disposal should you require more information about 
Mr. Khalil’s case. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Ghazal, Esq. 
Executive Director 
In Defense of Christians (IDC) 
 
Co-Signatories: 
 
John Eibner 
President 
Christians Solidarity International (CSI) 
 
Ambassador Sam Brownback 
Co-Chair 
International Religious Freedom (IRF) Summit 
Former U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom 
 
Nadine Maenza 
Chair 
Institute for Global Engagement (IGE) 
Former Chair, U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) 
 
Charmaine Hedding 
President 
Shai Fund 
 
Robert Ozgun 
Director 
American Syriac Union (ASU) 
 
Morhaf Ibrahim, MD, FHRS  
President 
Alawite Association of the United States (AAUS) 


